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Choosing Optional 
Subjects for GCSE



1. What subjects do you like? 
 
2. What subjects are you good at? 
 
3. What special skills are required for the 
        subjects you may choose? 
 
4. What subjects particularly interest you? 
 
5. What subjects do you need for any career 
        you may have considered? 
 
6. If your career choice changes, would  
        your subject choice change? 
 
7. How balanced is your choice? 
 
 

Making a Decision

8. Are you planning to stay at school for  
        6th form studies?  If you might, what  
        A-levels would your choice permit?   
        What careers could follow such a  
        choice? 
 
9. Have you consulted your parents,  
        subject teachers, careers teachers etc? 
 
10. Are you happy with your choice? 



Entry to most careers requires certain minimum 
educational qualifications, eg 

 
5 GCSEs (including English and mathematics); 

or 
 A-levels (plus GCSEs); 

or 
University degree (or other professional or 

technical qualification). 
 

Career Requirements

 In such cases the subject studied is irrelevant - 
graduates (people with a university degree) in 
Science/Arts etc compete on equal terms.  More 
important is the person applying - personal 
qualities being more important than the subject 
studied. 
 
For some careers certain subjects are preferred - 
applicants with qualifications in such subjects have 
therefore an advantage over others, eg it may be an 
advantage, though not necessary, to have studied 
English Literature or History if you plan a career in 
Law. 
 
Many other careers require qualifications in certain 
specific subjects, eg doctors are required to have a 
university degree in medicine and will probably 
have studied Chemistry, Biology and another 
science at A-level.  Some medical schools prefer a 
mix of subjects and showing a flair for modern 
languages or Arts subjects, such as English or 
History, may also prove advantageous.

For many careers there are no specific subject 
requirements.  Employers may simply require that a 
certain level of attainment has been achieved.  For 
example: an advertisement may state that 
applicants should have a university degree.  The 
employer can therefore assume that applicants will 
have a certain level of intelligence and that they will 
have developed certain skills which may be 
appropriate to the job advertised.  



Many careers require, as an important first step, a 
minimum number of GCSEs, usually English, 
Mathematics, plus two, three or four others. 
In many cases there is no restriction on what the 
‘other’ subjects are, although for some careers, 
subjects may be specified. 
 
If you have a career plan ensure that any required 
and, if possible, any preferred subjects are chosen. 
(Consult careers staff and carry out personal 
research) 
If you have not yet finalised your career plan  
try to choose a balanced set of subjects, closing as 
few careers doors as possible. 
 
Note on GCSE Subjects 
You will have studied many of these subjects 
already and so you should have a good idea of 
what they involve.  However, the nature of some 
subjects changes considerably in year 11 and some 
subjects will be new to you.  To help give you some 
idea of what the GCSE course in each subject 
involves, a short note on each subject has been 
written by specialist teachers.

Controlled Assessment is an important aspect of 
GCSE qualifications and is used for aspects of a 
subject that can’t be readily assessed through 
external examination, such as research, carrying 
out tasks, and performance and production skills.  
The amount and type of controlled assessment 
required varies between subjects.  
 
The marks obtained in Controlled Assessment are 
crucial in determining the overall grade at GCSE 
 

Controlled Assessment

WHAT IS 
IT?



1. Compulsory Areas of Study 
 
In addition to the statutory requirement to study 
Religious Education, Learning for Life and Work and 
Games/PE: 
 
- All pupils must study English and Mathematics.   
  Most will study English Literature. 
 
- RE will be taken as a full course, short course or  
  as enrichment. 
 
- All pupils must study French or Spanish. 
 
- All pupils must choose one of the following  
  science options: 
 
   (a)  Single Award (1 GCSE) 
 
   (b)  Double Award Science (2 GCSEs) *1 
 
   (c)  Triple Award Science (3 GCSEs) *2

*1 Some pupils choosing this option may be 
encouraged to take the GCSE Single Award 
Science, where this is deemed to be the most 
appropriate pathway. The decision will be 
based on their overall performance in their 
Year 9 and Year 10 amalgamated science 
tracking assessments to date. 

*2 One science class will follow the “Triple 
Award Specification”.  The class will be limited 
to a maximum of 24 pupils. If necessary, the 
pupils will be selected on the basis of their 
overall performance in their Year 9 and Year 
10 amalgamated science tracking 
assessments to date.”

Examination Subjects will form two groups



** It should be noted that although every effort will 
be made to facilitate all subject combinations, 
some may still not be possible because of staffing 
limitations. 
 
(i) The school reserves the right to withdraw 
subjects if there is not sufficient uptake to create a 
viable class or for other curricular reasons. 
(ii) Some subjects are limited in the number of 
pupils that can be catered for.  If such subjects are 
over-subscribed, evidence of ability and aptitude, 
eg as shown by year 10 assessments, will be used 
for selection. 
(iii) Late changes can only be considered if class size 
permits 
 
 
Prohibited Combinations 
 
     Students may not study: 
* Digital Technology - Multimedia AND Digital 
Technology - Programming 
* Technology – Systems & Control AND Technology 
–Product Design

2. Optional Subjects 
 
 Depending on their science, RE and Further  
        maths choices, pupils may choose one, two or  
        three subjects from the following: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If they have been accepted to study “Triple Award 
Science” (separate Biology, Physics and Chemistry), 
they may choose ONE of the subjects from the 
above list.  If they are studying Double Award 
Science they may choose TWO of the subjects from 
the above list.  If they are studying Single Award 
Science they may choose THREE of the subjects 
from the above list.   
 

Art & Design 
French 
Geography 
Health & Social Care 
Digital Technology 
(Computing) 
Digital Technology (ICT)  
Food & Nutrition (HE)

History 
Music 
Physical Education 
Spanish 
Technology (Systems & 
Control) 
Technology (Product 
Design)



Subjects












































